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Essay Topic 

Social criticism in the Middle Ages:

the role of chivalry

the subordination of women



Overview

Chivalry:

Highly valued in “Bisclavret”

Violated in “Lanval”

Severely violated in The Wife of Bath’s Tale

Women in power:

“Bisclavret” - wife has the power 

“Lanval” - mysterious love interest, Queen 

Guinevere 

The Wife of Bath’s Tale- the queen, the older 

lady 



Contemporary Connections 

http://chivalrytoday.com/what-chivalry/

Definitions of Chivalry:

Then:

Dictionary. com’s definition: “the sum of the ideal qualifications of a knight, including courtesy, generosity, 

valor, and dexterity in arms.”

Now: 

Chivalry Today’s Definition: “In short, that’s what chivalry is — a choice. The choice to do the right things, for 

the right reasons, at the right times.” 

http://chivalrytoday.com/what-chivalry/


Chivalry: The Stereotype 

http://chivalrytoday.com/9-habits-lifelong-chivalry

http://chivalrytoday.com/9-habits-lifelong-chivalry/


Chivalry: A Different Perspective 

http://www.sandiegoreader.com/news/2008/mar/26/cover/#

“Whereas many of us think of chivalry in the sense of opening the door for a lady or putting your coat down over a 

puddle,” he goes on, “I find it much more appropriate to consider chivalry in terms of how you treat other people in 

traffic, for instance.”

“I think the environmental movement these days is bounded on our sense of chivalry, our sense of protecting those that 

cannot protect themselves,” Farrell says. “Well, the planet cannot protect itself. And so, our sense of sacrifice is kind 

of born in that sense of chivalry.”

“Behind the wheel of a car, someone’s real character really comes out,” he says. “And we don’t think about it, but we get 

behind the wheel of a car, and we’re driving a weapon that puts most of the weapons of a medieval knight to shame. 

And we think nothing about blazing down a little residential street at 50 miles per hour.”

“A teacher that stays after school to help the students.”

http://www.sandiegoreader.com/news/2008/mar/26/cover/


Science and Chivalry

https://xculturemag.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/science-reveals-the-harmful-effects-of-chivalry/

“Benevolent sexism, according to Glick and Fiske, is a set of attitudes that view women in restricted and subordinate 

roles which require protection from men.”

“If modern day chivalry is not a synonym for benevolent sexism, there sure is a great deal of overlap between the two.”

“The authors argue that women who endorse benevolent sexism can be vulnerable within their relationships because 

their satisfaction is dependent on the fulfillment from benevolent sexist behavior such as needing to be protected by 

their male partner.”

“Furthermore, a cross-national study by Glick and Fiske (2000) reveals that benevolent sexism has a strong positive 

correlation with hostile sexism. Hostile sexism is simply an explicit prejudice and hostility towards women (Glick and 

Fiske, 1996).”

“Modern chivalry, though seemingly positive on the surface, helps perpetuate the systematic oppression of 

women.”

https://xculturemag.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/science-reveals-the-harmful-effects-of-chivalry/

